SIR JOHN RKRESBY.
as inclined too -favourably to the Earl of Shaftosbnry, and in other particulars.
Nov&ndw 5. I told the King the .story of Sir Henry Goodricke, then ambassador in Spain, whom I called brother, of whom I had received a, late- account-, that going out to shoot some miles from Madrid, in his return home he lig'hted upon Home thieves that had set upon a coach full of ladies, with an intent to rob them; but before they could eiloct it, Sir Henry and his followers attacked them, wounded some and dispersed the rest, and rescued the ladies.
November 6. I acquainted my Lord Halifax with what was the remark of my lord of Dauby and others-— viz., that the ministers seemed more moderate in the case of my lord of Shaftesbuiy than heretofore, and that they treated with him lo lei; him go at large. His answer was that people were too ready (o pass their judgment; but if it were1, so, what could the King do better F He had as good be set at liberty upon terms as by a jury, which would be sure to acquit, him should lie be brought to trial, though never so guilty. Nor could he do the King that harm if he were out, as such an act of mercy mul legality would do him good. The. same day one. of the, under secretaries told me that the King would prosecute him to the utmost, and that there was sudicient mailer against him.
My Lord Halifax had spoken to my Lord Chancellor to put me into commission of the peace for Middlesex, but he answered (as his lordship told me) that, day, that he could not admit, me because 1 was no freeholder in that county. 1 answered (hatwas no reason; for I could name several that had no more freehold than I, and yet were in commission, Then said my Lord Halifax, I will speak to him again, that it is lit either those should be put out or you accepted. His lordship did so, and my Lord Chancellor then thought it reasonable to name me